A Sight to Be Seen
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Breathtaking, stunning, impossible, astounding, beautiful, spectacular….words couldn’t even do justice the way the landscape around us presented itself.  Just a chance we took on the drive back to our Inn after a visit to Belfast’s Titanic museum.  “Hey, let’s check out Giant’s Causeway – it’s only a short way off the route.”  Little did we know the treat we were in for – and we didn’t get there until after the gift shop and museum had closed!
We took the long trail to the site itself, which took a good 45 minutes or so, with nature’s beauty surrounding us on the hilltop we were on.  Coming to the opening where we first caught a glimpse of the actual causeway was incredible!  I couldn’t wait to get to the rock formations and stepping stones to start climbing.  But, first things first; trekking down the side of the hill along a steep set of stairs, followed by a walkway, followed by more stairs, a feat in itself!  Fortunately, there are other ways to get to the causeway if you’re so inclined – and honestly, had we known about them ahead of time, I would’ve easily taken the more direct route so I could explore longer!
Finally at the bottom of the hill, we began exploring this wetland like area where the ocean made its presence known by splashing and spraying everything in sight.  When the tide got close enough to drench my shoes, it was time to make our way back to the path that would take us to the formation itself.
It’s exhilarating getting up close to something so fantastic; the salty sea spray all around; the occasional blip of the sun poking out from the clouds; the strategy forming in your mind as to the best route to the top of this incredible structure!  The closer you get to it, the more you realize that this place is really set up just like “giant” stepping stones!
We began our ascent to the top, or at least the part we could access; making sure to treat the rocks carefully, as if they’d just been rained on, as they were quite slippery with ocean water!  The view is nothing short of amazing!  The ocean slams almost angrily against these rocks time and time again.  You can’t tear your eyes away from the majesty of the ocean and the power of it all!  All I wanted was to get that one incredible shot of the waves striking up against the rocks, the salt spray flying in the breeze, and individual droplets of water outlined against a backdrop of nothing but ocean.  What seemed like hundreds of photos later, the realization hit that no photo was going to do this magical place justice in terms of how it looks; or the feelings of awe, peace and contentment it can inspire!
Locals say that these hexagon formations were created by a giant long ago named Finn, who was irritated by a different giant who lived “across the pond” in neighboring Scotland!  Finn decided to take it upon himself to deal with the other giant and created a pathway (the formation into the ocean of stones) that would lead him into Scotland.  There’s also the scientific explanation, of course, the one where there was a volcanic eruption hundreds of years ago and the aftermath of the lava meeting the ocean created these oddly shaped, interlocking columns of stone.  Regardless of which you choose to believe as to how the Causeway came to be, this is an absolute MUST see on any trip to Ireland’s Emerald Coast!
