The BEST light displays to visit in St. Louis, MO
By: Kelly Ann Gegg

St. Louis, Missouri – known for toasted raviolis’, provel cheese, waffle cones, gooey butter cake and so much more!  Every Holiday season, the entire city is lit up with millions and millions of twinkling lights to draw you into an unforgettable experience!  Take the St. Louis Zoo, one of it’s # 1 attractions and open all year long - during the Holidays, it transforms into a winter wonderland, complete with lit up jaguars, penguins, and giraffes (not to mention the giant ornaments you’ll find placed throughout the park).  Then there’s Tilles Park, another gem that’s open year round, but is lit up with millions of lights for everyone to come and enjoy – take a slow car ride through the park, or better yet, hop into a horse drawn carriage and cuddle up with some hot cocoa and a blanket with your loved one(s) to see the lights!  Let’s not forget the Anheuser-Busch brewery, a local legend, as well as globally known beer distributor!  The brewery opens up to the public every year to show off a dazzling display of lights, showcase it’s famous beer, allow access to the world-famous Clydesdales (you can get a photo taken with one!), and even has a chainsaw competition during the event!

The St. Louis Zoo is one of the areas top Holiday attractions!  Perfect for families and groups of people to come together and have a great time.  With several things for you to do once you’re inside the Zoo, such as visit all of the animals that LOVE the cold (think polar bears, penguins & puffins), grab a seat around a small fire and roast some marshmallows for smores, watch the light shows that go along with the Holiday music coming from the speakers, do some shopping in any of the many stores for some gifts and take a ton of photographs – there is something to please everyone!  While this particular attraction is not free, for everything you’re getting, it is still definitely a MUST do on everyone’s list in town!  The Zoo Lights start up in mid-November and run through early January from 5:30 – 9:30 PM.  Be sure to visit their web-site for more information (https://www.stlzoo.org/events/calendarofevents), or check out their FaceBook page (Saint Louis Zoo)!

Tilles Park is one of those parks to quietly meander through and think of how life has been going – OR bring the kids to one of the two playgrounds to let go of some energy!  But around the Holidays, Tilles is a go to destination to see a wondrous display of quality lights with the family!  The County Parks department has been going all out with the Tilles Park lights every Holiday season since 1986 – better known as the Winter Wonderland – there is a tunnel of lights to drive under, thousands of trees in festive Holiday colors, elves running amok, reindeer a-plenty and Santa Claus of course!  One of the best ways to experience this is by horse drawn carriage!  Tickets can be bought online ahead of time, which is recommended as this is such a popular attraction year after year!  The carriage rides last longer, there is plenty of time to take photographs and you can cuddle with your favorite people!  Tilles Park information can be found online within the county parks website:  https://www.stlouisco.com/Parks-and-Recreation/Park-Pages or on their FaceBook page (Tilles Park).

[bookmark: _GoBack]Holiday celebrations in St. Louis can’t be talked about without mentioning the Anheuser-Busch brewery, located in the Soulard neighborhood.  Known the world over for their premier (locally-brewed) beer, Budweiser, and several others to boot – they also host one heck of a Holiday celebration when the season rolls around!  Every building in the vicinity is decked out 

